


November 17, 2025
Hon. Mike Harris
Minister of Natural Resources
99 Wellesley Street West
Toronto, ON M7A 1W3
Minister Harris
	Re.
	Strada Aggregates Inc. Application to the Ministry of Natural Resources for a licence to operate a pit and quarry below the water table in the Township of Melancthon (ERO #: 025-1005).


On behalf of INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP, I am writing this letter to voice our objection to Strada Aggregates Inc.’s application for a licence to operate a pit and quarry below the water table in the Township of Melancthon, as it is presented today. While we understand the importance of aggregate resource extraction, Strada Aggregates Inc.’s proposal for aggregate extraction below the water table is concerning  to both the short-and-long-term prosperity of Dufferin County. 
Our municipality is of the understanding that Strada Aggregates Inc. plans to undertake below the water table extractive measures from an area of approximately 123.7 hectares in size, with an annual tonnage condition of 2,000,000 tonnes. What must be clear is that the INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP concern does not centre around the mere action of operating a pit and quarry, but, rather, it is the practice of below the water table extraction where our municipalities concern arises. This practice can be detrimental to local water systems, natural environmental heritage systems, and create harmful environments for surrounding residents. Such outcomes, in our opinion, have a strong likelihood of having lasting impacts on the health and safety of both the surrounding area and also the broader County. 
The INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP understands that noise, vibration, and fumes are the unfortunate by-products of aggregate resource operations. While we can appreciate that no aggregate operation can eliminate any of the aforementioned by-products, it is our understanding that a below the water table operation greatly exacerbates those by-products. Local residents, therefore, will likely be subject to greater levels of noise, vibration, and noxious fumes, all factors that would prove detrimental to their overall quality of life and general safety. In our opinion, the reduction in residents’ health and safety should not be viewed as merely an unfortunate outcome of the quarry expansion, but, instead, current residents’ health and safety should be a minimum standard required to be maintained.  
Where the INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP also has significant concern is with regards to the quality and quantity of water resources. It is our understanding that Strada Aggregates Inc. plans to take 5,000,000 litres of water per day for a period of 10-years to support the aggregate operations proposed. This proposed amount of water to be taken is of immense concern to the INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP given that Dufferin County currently experiences significant issues with water supply. With Strada Aggregates Inc. proposing to use 5,000,000 litres of water per day this will likely reduce the number of drinking water sources currently utilized to support residents throughout Dufferin County. In addition to that, the strong likelihood in the reduction of water source supply will force larger numbers of residents to be reliant upon a certain water source in Dufferin County. In the case where one of those water sources is contaminated, this will lead to a scenario whereby a vast number of residents are forced to drink lesser quality water, or, in extreme cases, undrinkable water.  
Of additional concern for the INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP is in the potential long-term impacts to the County’s natural heritage system. The County of Dufferin Official Plan, under section 5.1(a), explicitly states that the County’s objectives related to the protection and conservation of natural heritage and water resources include, protect, restore or where possible enhance natural resources, including surface and groundwater resources to provide safe drinking water, promote water conservation, and recognize the importance of the County as an important headwater area. It is our belief that Strada Aggregates Inc.’s currently proposed licence will be in direct contradiction to this objective. In fact, the proposed quarry brings forth significant questions about whether the County’s natural heritage features, specifically those related to water systems, will be protected and maintained at all. 
Based on the above, the INSERT TOWN/TOWNSHIP wants to once again emphasize our strong objection to Strada Aggregates Inc.’s submission to the Ministry of Natural Resources a licence to operate a pit and quarry below the water table in the Township of Melancthon. It is our belief that the approval of this licence for a pit and quarry below the water table will have detrimental impacts to resident health and safety, the quality of local water systems, and the long-term future of the County’s natural heritage system. We will also request to be included on all updates relating to ERO #: 025-1005.   
Respectfully submitted, 



